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has been testified to by Kalidasa, According to him, Bhasa is earlier than Kalidasa and later than Asvaghosha. For, there is one verse in the Pratijna-yaugandharayana of Bhasa which critics suppose to have been suggested by a similar verse in Asvaghosha's Buddhacharita. The Prakrit used by Bhasa is found by philological scrutiny to be older than that of Kalidasa but later than that of Asvaghosha, but yet nearer to Kalidasa's than to Asvaghosha's. So Bhasa's date must be clearly later than Asvaghosha's to justify this linguistic difference and he must be placed so far before Kalidasa as to justify the latter's reference to him as a poet of well-established fame. This would jjpjace him about 300 A.D. By putting together some suggestions, gathered from the closing benedictory verses of Bhasa's plays which refer to Rajasimha, it has been suggested by some that Bhasa might have been a contemporary of Rudrasimha who lived towards^the close of the second century A.D. Those who assign Kalidasa to the 1st century B.C., consequently place Bhasa in the 3rd century B.C.
Some other critics have refuted the theory of Ganapati Sastri both about the unity of authorship of these 13 plays and about their being attributed to the Bhasa of pre«Kalidasa fame. Svapnavasavadatta, Pratijnayaugandharayana and Charudatta are the only three plays which can be associated with the name of Bhasa on grounds of literary references, while the pthe* plays do not find mention anywhere. In the published versions of the plays we do not find all the